I am contacting you to request your support for An Act Relative to Community Housing and Services, House Bill 368 /Senate Bill 1967 filed by Representative Kevin Honan.  This legislation passed the Senate unanimously in July and is currently before the House Committee on Ways and Means.  This legislation will create a more coordinated and efficient process to produce supportive housing – affordable housing linked with supportive services designed to help tenants with modest incomes maintain housing stability and maximize their independence.  H. 368 will greatly benefit formerly homeless families and individuals, persons with disabilities, and seniors to secure affordable housing in the community.  Please join me in supporting this bill by contacting the Speaker and Chairman Dempsey to express your support.
Increasing the Commonwealth’s supply of supportive housing is a necessary step to reduce homelessness in the Commonwealth.  There are approximately 3,500 families that are currently residing in the state’s homeless shelters, 1,437 of which are in budget motels because shelter capacity is full
.  An additional 4,041 individuals are homeless according to the most recent HUD Continuum of Care point in time count taken in 2010.  Within the total 7,680 Massachusetts households that are homeless, 1,181 are homeless veterans
. 
While the HomeBase FY’12 budget reforms will be useful to address homelessness in the short term, there also needs to be additional affordable supportive housing opportunities to make long-term progress to eliminate homelessness.  An Act Relative to Community Housing and Services aims to increase the state’s focus on the development of permanent supportive housing.  
The legislation does several important things: 1) It calls on the Administration to determine numeric benchmarks for the creation of supportive housing; 2) It charges agencies that have a role in social services and housing to work together to create an efficient and effective application process for creating supportive housing. This collaboration will eliminate government silos and cut through bureaucratic red tape; 3) The legislation sets a modest goal of 1,000 units of new supportive housing over the next 36 months.  
The legislation does not include any costs to the Commonwealth, but provides a more efficient framework to utilize current resources to benefit residents that need affordable housing and services.  It is a great next step on the path to reducing and ultimately ending homelessness in the Commonwealth. 
Thank you for your support. 
Sincerely, 
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