Dear, 
I am writing to respectfully request your support for An Act Relative to Community Housing and Services, House Bill 368/Senate Bill 1967, filed by Representative Kevin Honan and currently before the Committee on House Ways and Means.  
Increasing the Commonwealth’s supply of supportive affordable housing is necessary to reduce homelessness in the Commonwealth and to make sure that seniors and persons with disabilities have the choice to live in community-based affordable housing.  Permanent Supportive Housing is a national best practice to reduce homelessness among families and individuals with significant challenges.    Supportive housing provides formerly homeless people with a home and the services tenants need so they can live up to the terms of a lease, and avoid the costs of eviction, shelter, and poorer health and related healthcare costs.  Supportive housing is also important for persons with disabilities to be able to live independently in the community.   This is particularly important for veterans that are returning home from Foreign Service with a disability.  Our state is also aging at tremendous rates and that creates additional demand for housing that has support services.
The gap between the high cost of housing in Massachusetts and the income levels of persons with disabilities is a serious challenge.  Over 26% of persons with disabilities are living with incomes below the federal poverty level, a rate of poverty that is 2.5 times Massachusetts’ general population.  Overall, Massachusetts incomes for persons with disabilities are 38% lower than the remainder of the population.  With our high housing costs, there simply aren’t enough opportunities for people with low incomes that have a disability to find affordable housing.   
An Act Relative to Community Housing and Services will increase the Commonwealth’s focus on overcoming these challenges to make sure we are producing the types of homes many of our residents need to be independent and successful.  It does so by coordinating the various agencies involved in housing and services to better use existing resources and by setting a goal of 1,000 new supportive housing units over the next 3 years.  While the Commonwealth would benefit from additional resources for housing and services, this bill does not have a cost to the Commonwealth and existing resources are sufficient to meet this modest goal.
Please contact Speaker DeLeo and Chairman Dempsey today to indicate your support for H. 368/S. 1967.  Thank you and please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions. 


Sincerely, 
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